
 
 

 

The Heart of the Priest 
(What is There in Our Heart?) 

 
(Excerpts from Msgr: Ruperto C. Santos' homily delivered on June 18, 2010 at Bahay Pari, San 
Carlos Seminary Complex during the overnight recollection of the Clergy of the Diocese of 
Balanga with the new bishop of the diocese) 
 
...The heart of the priest is not fixed on business. A priest should not act as businessman, where 
he does things on the basis of how much he will receive or how many he will acquire. The gospel 
of John distinguished a good shepherd from a hired hand, who "works for pay and cares nothing 
for the sheep" (10, 13). A priest is a good shepherd. His preoccupation is the people under his 
care, not stocks; his parish assignment, not profits. His concern is the present welfare of his flock. 
He is not worried about his financial security. The heart of the priest considers his flock as his 
assets. His only interest for them is their salvation. His compensation is in heaven. 
 
The heart of the priest is not set on politics. A priest should not act like politicians who do things 
just to please people or make empty promises. He is not after good ratings, nor to look good nor 
to win pogi points. The heart of the priest is not choosy about works or assignments. He accepts 
and deals with all kinds of people, rich or poor, healthy or handicapped, young or old. He is for 
everybody. He is available for all. And he goes to any place he is sent. 
 
The heart of the priest does not resort to theatrics so as to entertain them by what he preaches. 
He preaches about Jesus and for Jesus. He is not after sensationalism nor wants to be spectacular. 
The heart of the priest is for simplicity, not luxury, humility not arrogance, chastity and not lust. 
He speaks like Christ, live like Christ and being Christ-like to others. It is to do what St. Paul said, 
"For me to live is Christ." (Philippians 1,21). 
 

 


